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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments in 2022. Monthly 
figures can be compared with the previous month. 
Year-to-year change compares the cumulative trade 
since the beginning of the year with the same period 
in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 
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HIGHLIGHTS: In 2022, EU traded EUR 402 billion 
of agri-food products with the rest of the world  

EU agri-food trade (exports + imports) totalled EUR 401.5 billion, of which exports amounted EUR 229.8 
billion and imports reached EUR 171.8 billion. The 2022 EU trade balance summed up to EUR 58 billion. 

This is evolution of trade resulted from an unprecedented rise in global prices over the year for a large 
number of commodities. EU imports increased more (+EUR 41.6 billion) than exports (+EUR 31.7 billion). As a 
result, the EU net trade balance decreased by EUR 10 billion vis-à-vis 2021. This is mostly due to an increase 
in the prices of primary agricultural commodities, notably coffee and soya meals. These two categories are 
the most important imported products in 2022, reaching EUR 12.8 billion and EUR 8.7 billion. 

On the export side, cereal preparations and wine are the two main export products (EUR 19.8 billion and EUR 
17.7 billion, respectively). The steepest increase in export values has been recorded for wheat (+63% year-to-
year, reaching EUR 11.6 billion). This increase in exports has been also due to an increase in volumes 
exported. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS (1/2) 

DYNAMIC EU EXPORTS BOTH IN VALUE 

AND VOLUME TERMS IN 2022 

In 2022, EU agri-food exports reached EUR 229.8 

billion (+EUR 31.7 billion compared to 2021, +16%). 
The United Kingdom remains by far the first 
destination of EU exports, representing one fifth of 
total EU exports. The United States ranks second, 
with 13% of EU exports in 2022 and China 
completes the trio with 7% of total EU exports. 

EU exports to the UK reached EUR 47.8 billion. 
Compared to 2021, there was an increase of EUR 5.9 
billion, +14%. Export values of all agri-food 
categories increased, except for two (fruit and nuts, 
horticulture). The strongest increase in 2022 has 
been recorded for cereal preparations and milling 
products (+EUR 1.1 billion year-to-year). Dairy 
products as well as preparations of fruit, nuts and 
vegetables are following with a respective increase 
of more than EUR 500 million year-to-year. This is 
largely due to an increase in prices as the quantities 
shipped remained relatively stable. In quantity terms, 
exports for a number of agri-food categories 
decreased (cereals, horticulture and vegetables). 

EU exports to the US reached EUR 28.9 billion, 
representing an increase of EUR 4.4 billion year-to-
year (+18%). The main products exported were wine 
and wine-based products (EUR 5 billion, +11% year-
to-year), spirits and liqueurs (EUR 3.8 billion, +16%) 
and cereal preparations and milling products (EUR 
2.7 billion, +38%).  

EU exports to China dropped in 2022 and reached 
EUR 15.8 billion. It is an 8% decrease year-to-year 
(-EUR 1.4 billion), the largest decrease of all EU trade 
partners. The decline has been massive for the 
quantities of pigmeat exported (-982 thousand 
t, -40%) leading to a drop in value (-EUR 1.9 billion). 
Still, EU pigmeat is the largest exported commodity to 
China in value, now close to cereals preparations and 
milling products (at EUR 3.3 billion). 

EU exports of agri-food products to Russia declined in 
2022, both in value and quantity terms. EU exports 
amounted EUR 7 billion (-4% year-to-year). The 
strongest declines were recorded in horticulture, cereal 
preparations and milling products and beer, cider and 
other beverages. Conversely, wine and wine-based 
products (EUR 171 million), fruit and nuts (EUR 110 
million) and vegetables (EUR 85 million) increased the 
most. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS (2/2) 

ACTIVE TRADE FOR CEREAL AND CEREAL 

PREPARATIONS EXPORTS 

Cereals and cereal preparations & milling products 

have been increasing the most in EU total exports. In 

2022, EU has exported EUR 16.9 billion of cereals 

and EUR 23 billion of cereal preparations and milling 

products. These products represented 7% and 10% 

of EU exports, respectively.  

 Cereals export values have been increasing all in all 

by +41% year-to-year. With regards the volumes 

exported, the situation has been diverse depending 

on the crop. While wheat exports reached 31.9 

million t (increase by 8% year-to-year), exports of 

maize and other coarse grains declined. This has 

been triggered by the steep decline in EU maize 

production and the slight reduction of barley (-24% 

and -1%, respectively). 

In 2022, the EU increased wheat exports towards 

developing economies. The most important 

destinations were Algeria (4.9 million t), Morocco (4.1 

million t), Egypt (2.9 million t) and Nigeria (2.5 

million t). 

In 2022, EU exports of cereal preparations and 

milling products increased by 22% year-to-year, 

mainly for food preparations for infant use (+30%) 

and pasta (+34%). In volume terms, while exports of 

starch and malt dropped (by 13% and 17%, 

respectively), EU exports of cereal preparations and 

flours and flakes increased by 2% and 4%, 

respectively. 2022 exports of cereal preparations 

reached mostly the UK (+6%) while flours and flakes 

increased significantly in the MENA region (+32%). 

MIXED RESULTS IN EU ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

EXPORTS 

The EU is a net exporter of animal products. In 

2022, the EU exported EUR 45 billion of all animal 

products, representing an increase of 10% year-to-

year. 

The primary exports are dairy products. In 2022, the 

EU exported EUR 20.4 billion (mostly cheese & curd, 

and whey) benefitting from high prices on the global 

market. At the same time, EU imports reached EUR 2.6 

billion. 

Despite the drop, pigmeat remains the first biggest 

exporting meat product. In 2022, EU exported EUR 

13.8 billion, a 5% decrease year-to-year (and a 9% 

decrease compared to 2020). EU imports totalled EUR 

373 million. 

EU poultry and eggs exports amounted EUR 5.9 

billion while EU imports reached EUR 2.3 billion. 

Despite the 20% increase in exports due to a rise in 

unit values, the export volumes dropped by 204 

thousand t. 

EU beef and veal exports reached EUR 4.3 billion 

(+11% year-to-year) and primarily targeted the UK, 

Israel and Switzerland. The increase in value has been 

largely driven by the rise in export unit value.   

The EU is a slight net importer of sheep and goat. In 

2022, exports reached EUR 678 million while imports 

reached EUR 1.3 billion. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS (1/2) 
 

BRAZIL, THE UK AND UKRAINE AS THE 

MAIN SOURCES OF EU IMPORTS IN 2022 

In 2022, EU agri-food imports reached EUR 172 

billion (+EUR 41.7 billion compared to 2021, +32%). 

Brazil remains the first import source for the EU, 

representing 12% of total EU imports. The United 

Kingdom ranks second, with 9% of EU imports in 

2022. Ukraine has taken over the US in 2022 as the 

third import source of EU agri-food imports. 

EU imports from Brazil reached EUR 20.2 billion. This 

represented an increase of 49% compared to 2021. 

The biggest increase in value terms has been 

recorded for coffee, tea, coca and spices (+EUR 1.5 

billion), cereals (+EUR 1.6 billion) and oilseeds and 

protein crops (+EUR 1.6 billion). While this has been 

largely driven by the increase in global prices 

throughout 2022, trade has also been dynamic in 

volume terms. Most prominently, the increase in 

imported volumes of cereals (+144% year-to-year, 

mostly maize), vegetable oils (+87%) and sugar and 

isoglucose (+78%). 

In 2022, EU imports from the UK increased by 28%, 

to reach EUR 15.2 billion. After the significant dip in 

2021, 2022 import values have reached 2020 levels. 

This has been the case in value terms with the rise in 

global market prices but not in volumes. Indeed, 

despite the rise in imports of cereals from the UK 

(+37% compared to 2020), most of EU imports 

were below 2020 levels, notably fruit and nuts, sugar 

and isoglucose (-84%), wine and wine based products 

(-75%) and preparations of fruit, nuts and vegetables 

(-63%).  

EU imports from Ukraine increased by 88% in 2022 

compared to 2021. EU imports reached EUR 13 billion 

and represented 8% of total EU agri-food imports. 

The increase came mainly from cereals imports 

(+EUR 2.8 billion, reaching EUR 4.6 billion) as well as 

oilseeds and protein crops (+EUR 1.9 billion, reaching 

EUR 3.6 billion). The rise of EU imports has been 

driven by both bigger imported volumes and higher 

import unit value. Regarding cereals, maize and 

wheat imports increased by 62% and 960% 

respectively (in volume terms). In the oilseeds 

complex, import of sunflower seeds increased the 

most (+1.8 million t). 
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS (2/2) 
 

COFFEE, MAIZE AND SOYA IMPORTS 

INCREASED CONSIDERABLY IN 2022 

In 2022, EU imports increased by 32% compared to 

2021 in value terms. This concerned all agri-food 

categories, from fruit and nuts (+7% year-to-year) to 

cereals (+106%). 

Regarding oilseeds and protein crops (1st agri-food 

category imported), the EU imported worth EUR 25.8 

billion in 2022, representing a 41% increase (+EUR 

7.5 billion). This was largely due to an increase in 

global prices. Indeed, unit value of products have 

increased, except the one of sunflower seeds. In 

volume terms, trade of oilseeds and oilseed products 

has been dynamic in 2022 as well. Overall, trade 

increased in volume terms from 41 to 45 million t of 

oilseeds and protein crops. This concerned mainly 

sunflower seeds (+2.0 million t) and rapeseed (+1.5 

million t). Soya beans and meals remain the top 

imported products, reaching 14 million t (-4% year-

to-year) and 16.9 million t (+3%), respectively. 

EU imports of cereals (4th agri-food category 

imported) reached EUR 12.7 billion, an increase of 

EUR 6.6 billion. In volume terms, the EU imported 15 

million t of cereals more compared to 2021. This has 

been led by maize imports to compensate the EU 

domestic drop in production. The increase came 

mostly from Ukraine (+107% in value terms, +4.6 

million t) and Brazil (+245% in value terms, +4.5 

million t). The increase in cereal imports was also due 

to a rise in wheat, rice and other coarse grains. The 

imports increased by 64% (7.2 million t), 33% (2.6 

million t) and 131% (3.0 million t), respectively. On 

top of the rise in prices, the increase was also due to 

larger quantities of imported products. EU imports of 

cereal preparations, flours and flakes, malt as well as 

starch increased in 2022, both in value and volume 

terms. 

EU imports of fruit and nuts (EUR 22.2 billion, +EUR 

1?5 billion) and coffee, tea, cocoa and spices (EUR 

21.9 billion, +EUR 5.0 billion) remain the 2nd and 3d 

top agri-food categories imported into the EU. EU 

coffee imports represented the highest increase for a 

single commodity in value terms (+EUR 4.6 billion)  

while quantities imported remained stable (+5% 

year-to-year). Highest imports came from Brazil 

(+EUR 1.9 billion) and Vietnam (+EUR 667 million). 

ANIMAL PRODUCTS:  
POULTRY, DAIRY PRODUCTS AND BEEF 

AND VEAL INCREASED THE MOST 

EU imports of animal products increased in value 

terms, and slightly rose in volume terms as well. The 

most important increase has been for poultry meat 

imports. Imports of poultry meat preparations 

increased from 146 thousand t in 2021 to 194 

thousand t in 2022. This was an increase of EUR 341 

million (+68% year-to-year). Imports of frozen meat 

also increased significantly (+43%) and reached EUR 

450 million (+101%). Poultry salted meat also 

increased both in value and volume terms by 73% 

and 12%, respectively. Imports of frozen poultry meat 

increased mainly from Ukraine (+37 thousand t year-

to-year, +111%). Frozen poultry meat imports also 

increased from Brazil. 

EU imports of dairy products also slightly increased 

in volume (+16%) and in value terms (+45%) to reach 

EUR 2.5 billion. The increase came largely from butter 

(+EUR 261 million) and cheese and curd (+EUR 196 

million). While the increase in butter was also in 

imported quantities, imported quantities of cheese 

and curd declined (-9.7 thousand t). EU imports of 

pigmeat increased slightly to reach EUR 373 million 

(+EUR 80 million, +28 thousand t). EU beef and veal 

imports also increased as well as sheep and goat.  
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

12 
 

TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twitter : @EUAgri 
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